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Intercultural Collaboration for Learning Framework1 

 
 

                              
(Adapted from Arkoudis, S., et al., 2010) 

 
1. Planning collaboration 
2. Forming intercultural groups 
3. Supporting collaboration 
4. Creating an environment to collaborate 
5. Incorporating reflective processes  
6. Assessing collaboration 
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4) Allow sufficient time for collaboration2, 4 

Estimate the amount of time that students need to complete the group activity. Start early in the 
semester, if possible, so that group members would have enough time to get to know each other and 
work on the tasks or assignments.  
 
5) Create interdependence2 

 

All group members should feel a sense of personal responsibility for the success of their peers and 
realize that their individual success depends on the group’s success. This type of cooperative learning is 
referred to as positive interdependence which tends to result in learners promoting each other's 
success.  

 
Suggested Strategies and Examples2, 5 

 

a. Ensure projects are sufficiently 
complex that students must 
draw on one another’s 
knowledge and skills.  

In one course on game design, group assignments require 
students to create playable games that incorporate technical 
(e.g., programming) and design skills. To complete the 
assignment successfully, students from different disciplines 
must draw on one another’s strengths.  

b. Create shared goals that can 
only be met through 
collaboration. 

In one engineering course, students work in teams to design and 
then display a boat (assessed on various dimensions such as 
stability and speed, etc.) by applying engineering principles and 
working within budgetary and material constraints.  

c. Limit resources to compel 
students to share critical 
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with someone they have not met before can be effective. Structured activities that require students to 
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6. Assessing Collaboration 
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